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No tears or ears for the dead 


Opinion: Is our 
society too busy to 
care about genocide? 
Observer 
Photojournalist 
Michele Simon com- 
ments on the Human 
Rights Forum held at 
NECC on Dec. 5 


By Michele Simon 
Photojournalist 


Ten thousand mass graves 
are spread out across Armenia 
filled with the bodies of over 
1.5 million massacred people. 

Tom Vartabedian, a retired 
journalist with the Haverhill 
Gazette, spoke at the Human 
Right Genocide Forum on Wed 
Dec. 5, telling the tale of the 
Armenian genocide, his grand- 
parent's murder, and his moth- 
er's survival only by hiding in a 


well for a long time, his voice 
rose with emotion and anger. 

According to Armenia 
National Institute, "It is estimat- 
ed that 1.5 million Armenians 
perished between 1915 and 
1923. There were an estimated 
two million Armenians living in 
the Ottoman Empire on the eve 
of W.W.I. Well over a million 
were deported in 1915. 
Hundreds of thousands were 
butchered outright. Many others 
died of starvation, exhaustion, 
and epidemics which ravaged 
the concentration camps. 
Among the Armenians living 
along the periphery of the 
Ottoman Empire many at first 
escaped the fate of their coun- 
trymen in the central provinces 
of Turkey. Tens of thousands in 
the east fled to the Russian bor- 
der [...] as refugees. The major- 
ity of the Armenians in 
Constantinople, the capital city, 
were spared deportation." 

They go on to explain that, 
over the course of the next 
seven years, the Young Turk 
regime and Ottoman forces 
completely eradicated the 
Armenian populations in Asia 


Minor and _ historic West 
Armenia. 

There are three living sur- 
vivors of the genocide locally, 
Vartabedian said, all living in 
Lawrence, Mass. 

According to Vartabedian, 
the U.S. still does not acknowl- 
edge that Armenian genocide. 
He held up a folder of newspa- 
per clipping of reports of the 
Massacres in Armenia. This 
happens too often that countries 
turn away when a genocide is 
happening he said. 

In Rwanda, hundreds of 
thousands of Tutsis were massa- 
cred while the U.S. stood back 
and refused to acknowledge it 
as a genocide. About 2 million 
were killed. 

When the U.S. finally 
stepped in, the Tutsis had turned 
the tide and taken over, and as 
their murders and others of their 
Hutu race fled the country the 
Hutus started dying from star- 
vation and disease. 

The U.S. aided the Hutus. 

In a nonfiction book on the 
Rwandan Genocide written by 
Philip Gourevitch, he details 
Tutsis sending faxes to the 


White House as they were being 
slaughtered. - The U.S. knew 
what was going on at the time of 
the massacres, but did nothing. 

Why do we turn away as 
people are butchered by the mil- 
lions in other countries? A lot of 
that has to do with politics. By 
why is it so hard to acknowl- 
edge what it is -- a genocide? 

On this day the questions 
fell on a paltry audience, only 
25 or 30 people attended the 
Human Rights Forum. 

While I would like to say 
that we have a lot of commuters 
at our college that work and 


MCT Campus photo 
juggle multiple tasks, I can't 
make excuses because the play 
A Christmas Carol, two days 
later, was sold out. 

As I sat there while the 
forum was starting, I watched 
Vartabedian look out at the 
empty seats in dismay, and 
shrunk with embarrassment for 
our college. 

Vartabedian spent 40 years 
on the Haverhill Gazette staff as 
writer and photographer, and 
won over fifty awards. I would 
have come just to hear him. 


What is your presidential IQ? 


Presidents’ Day 
Annual Trivia 
Contest 


By Mary ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
Editor-in-Chief 


Professors Andy Morse and 
Richard Padova continue to test 
your presidential IQ_ this 
February with their annual 
President’s Day Trivia Contest. 
Below are the questions, theme 
and entry requirements for this 
years contest. 

With the recent re-inaugura- 
tion of President Obama, this 
year's contest theme is the his- 
tory of presidential inaugura- 
tions. How much do you 
know? 

1. Who delivered the short- 
est presidential inaugural 
speech? 

2. Who delivered the 
longest presidential inaugural 


speech? 

3. Which president used the 
word “affirm” rather than 
“swear. to uphold the 


Constitution? 

4. Which ‘president or vice- 
president was inaugurated out- 
side of the U.S.? 

5. When and why was the 
presidential inaugural date 
changed from March 4th to 
January 20th? 

6. Which president recited 
his inaugural speech entirely 
from memory? 

7. Which of our elected 
presidents were not sworn into 
office in Washington, DC? 

8. Who was the only presi- 
dent to be sworn into office by 
a woman? 

9.Which president was 
sworn into office by his father? 

10. Which vice-president 
gave a rambling, incoherent 
inaugural speech, leading some 
to believe that he was drunk? 

Professor Morse said in an 
email to the Observer, “Richard 
and I have been running this 


contest for about four years 
now. We hope to increase stu- 
dent awareness of American 
history and government. 


We've been doing this for a’ 


while, so we don't remember 
how it started! However, it 
was a shared idea. The ques- 
tions just seem to come to us, 
and they are based upon what 
we teach in class. It can't hurt 
to get our students interested in 
history and politics! 
Incidentally, all prizes for the 
contest are edible.” 

E-mail your answers by 
February 28th to Professors 


Andy Morse 
(amorse@necc.mass.edu) or 
Rich Padova 


(rpadova@necc.mass.edu) or 
drop off your answers in their 
office, C314Q. Good luck! 


For a complete 
ths 5 of all 44 
presi as turn 


to page 8 
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As President's Day 
draws near, let's take a 
‘moment to remember the 
44 men who have stepped 
up to be the President of 
the United States. What 
better way to remember a 
person that to think about 
what they have said? Is 
their wisdom and foresight 
timeless? Does it hold true 
to this day? Here we list 
some quotes from a sam- 
pling of presidents over 
the past 224 years, from 
1789 until today. 


Ist -- George 
Washington (1789-1797)- 
Served as commander-in- 
chief of the Continental 
Army during the American 
Revolutionary War. “If the 
freedom of speech is taken 
away then dumb and silent 
we may be led, like sheep 
to the slaughter.” 

Sth -- James Monroe 
(1817-1825)-The last pres- 
ident who was a Founding 
Father of the United 


Editorial 


Forty-four and counting 


the national property of the 
highest value.” 


10th -- John Tyler 
(1841-1845)- He was the 
first to succeed to the 


office of President on the 
death of the incumbent, 
succeeding William Henry 
Harrison. “Wealth can only 
be accumulated by the 
earnings of industry and 
the savings of frugality. 


1S5th-James Buchanan 
(1857-1861) -- The only 
president from 
Pennsylvania. “The test of 
leadership is not to put 
greatness into humanity, 
but to elicit it, for the 


greatness is already there.” 

20th -- James Garfield 
(1881-1881)- He is the 
only sitting Representative 
to be elected to the presi- 
dency. His presidency last- 
ed just 200 days and ended 
with his assassination on 
September 19, 1881.“ All 
free governments are man- 
aged by the combined wis- 
dom and folly of the peo- 


25th -- William 
McKinley (1897-1901)- 
Led the country to victory 
in the Spanish-American 
war. He was assassinated 
in September 1901. “War 
should never be entered 
upon until every agency of 
peace has failed. 

30th -- Calvin Coolidge 
(1923-1929)- Succeeded to 
the presidency after the 
sudden death of Warren G. 
Harding. Was the 48th gov- 
ernor of Massachusetts. 
Known as the “Silent Cat.” 
“Nothing in this world can 
take the place of persist- 
ence. Talent will not; noth- 
ing is more common than 


unsuccessful people with 
talent. Genius will not; 
unrewarded genius is 
almost a proverb. 
Education will not; the 
world is full of educated 
failures. Persistence and 


determination alone are 
omnipotent.” 
35th -- John F. 


Kennedy- (1961-1963)-The 


elected to office at age 43. 
The only Catholic to be 
president. The only presi- 
dent to win the Pulitzer 
Prize; in 1957 he won the 
biography category for 
Profiles in Courage. “Let 
us not seek the Republican 
answer or the Democratic 
answer, but the _ right 
answer. Let us not seek to 
fix the blame for the past. 
Let us accept our own 
responsibility for the 
future. ” 

40th -- Ronald Reagan 
(1981-1989)- Originally a 
member of the Democratic 
Party when he began his 
political career, he 
switched to the Republican 
Party in 1962. “No govern- 


ment ever voluntarily 
reduces’ itself in size: 
Government programs, 
once launched, never dis- 


appear. Actually, a govern- 
ment bureau is the nearest 
thing to eternal life we'll 
ever see on this earth!” 
44th -- Barack Obama 


African-American to hold 
office. Won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2009. The 
2009 Nobel Peace Prize 
was awarded to U.S. 
President Barack Obama 
"for his extraordinary 
efforts to strengthen inter- 
national diplomacy and 
cooperation between peo- 
ples," especially fostering 
a new climate in interna- 
tional relationships by 
reaching out to the Muslim 
world. “We have an obliga- 
tion and a responsibility to 
be investing in our stu- 
dents and our schools. We 
must make sure that people 
who have the grades, the 
desire and the will, but not 
the money, can still get the 
best education possible.” 
Enjoy your holiday on 
February 18th. Take a 
moment to remember the 
44 men who have stepped 
up to lead our country and 
make it what it is today. 


For a complete listing of all 44 


ple. ” youngest president to be (2009-incumbant) The first presidents, go to page eight. 
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“T would have to say 
English.” 


“Field placement I really 
enjoy working with the 
kids.” 


Interviews and Photos by Ashlee Rose Ferrante 


“Learning community 
gives me a view of the 
world.” 
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“My favorite class so far 
is ethics.” 


“Physics chemisty. I real- 
ly like the teacher.” 


“Philosphy it really 
makes me think.” 
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Have your best college experience 


By JESSICA PALMER 
OPINION EDITOR 


College is a life-impacting 
experience that we are taking part 
in right now. Each of us will take 
away special memories when we 
leave Northern Essex, some will 
be different than others but at the 
end of the day we will walk away 
from college feeling accomplished 
and ready to take on what is to 
come. 

Many students here at NECC 
take part in sports, clubs, and other 


activities, which enrich their col- 
lege experience. Some believe that 
being involved on campus can 
create a more enjoyable memory. 

Lissangy Rodriguez, a politi- 
cal science major, believes that 
being involved is a necessity, “If 
I'm not involved in anything, I feel 
like I'm just floating in an abyss.” 
By being involved in activities 
you can give yourself a meaning- 
ful purpose here on campus. 

Not everyone participates in 
extracurricular activities, but those 
who don't understand the impact it 
can have on your view of college. 


Matthew Watson, a mechani- 
cal engineering major, believes 
that being involved creates a better 
understanding of college. “I feel 
those who spend more time at 
school with other students have an 
easier time when it comes to doing 
work because they won't have 
such a poor outlook on school.” 

Sometimes growing up and 
starting college can be discourag- 
ing, and can create a poor attitude 
about schoolwork and classes. By 
being involved you can look for- 
ward to coming to school and by 
meeting new people you can cre- 


Is pop culture normalizing 
domestic violence? 


By JENNIFER SANCHEZ 
CORRESPONDENT 


As we’ve all seen through- 
out the years, society is contin- 
uously evolving with the help 
of the media, constantly shap- 
ing and re-shaping the thoughts 
and opinions of young audi- 
ences across the world. With 
mass media being the greatest 
influence, we can always look 
to pop culture to find out what 
young society is now consider- 
ing the new “norm.” 

Women look to public idols 
like Beyonce, Kim Kardashian, 
and Rihanna, for tips on what 
to wear, what to look like, how 
to behave, and, what may be 
even worse, relationship 
advice. 

It’s no secret that the top 
stories we usually find news 
media and social networks 
speculating on most, are those 
having to do with celebrity 
hook-ups and _ heartbreaks. 
Many stories, involving the 
most popular celebrities in the 
limelight, are extended, unfold- 
ing more and more each day. 
Committed fans and interested 
viewers follow up on these sto- 
ries and can always look to find 
the new scoop on different 
social networks and sites, even 
when it’s not being broadcasted 
on live news. 

But how is this effecting the 
daily lives of young society as 
a whole? A lot of these celebri- 
ty “love stories” turn out to be 
celebrity love scandals, filled 
with all sorts of chaos and tur- 
moil, which research shows the 
media broadcasts the most of. 

But is America missing the 
point? According to Dr.s Max 
McCombs and Donald Shaw's 
agenda-setting theory, pub- 
lished in 1972, the media is 
what determines public opin- 
ion. If that's the case, today's 
society, especially young ado- 
lescents, are failing to realize 
what they’re now accepting as 
love may be distorted. Famous 
couples like Chris Brown and 
Rihanna show that, of all scan- 
dalous issues, domestic vio- 
lence is the greatest. 

Northern Essex Mechanical 
Engineering major Brandon 
Fitton, says that this a matter of 
universal conformity, threading 
back to the 1950’s where 
women were told they had to 
“keep” the household and make 
it presentable for their hus- 
band. 

“Clearly this is wrong, and 


has always been wrong, but it 
wasn’t talked about before 
because it was nobody’s busi- 
ness. People see it now 
through the media, but what 
happened before television? It 
wasn’t truly on the table. 

"With feminism, women are 
more empowered now, and no 
longer have to take it. Women 
assert dominance now, and men 
are realizing they’re the dying 
breed when it comes to it, as 
women are taking more con- 
trol. 

"Socially and economically, 
I feel this happens more to 
women who are of lesser 
income and are less educated. 
It becomes a self-esteem issue. 
Some people feel loneliness, 
and also, aren’t sure where to 
go. The media should make 
more ads, otherwise, they’re 
just ruining everything. 

"The media glamorizes 
things, causing people to care 
less. They try to see the good 
in everything. Celebrities are 
not good role models. Before, 
a woman was looked at as dis- 
gusting for breast-feeding in 
public, but once Beyonce, did 
it, it was okay. You don’t have 
to have money for anything to 
be okay.” 

Psychology major Timothy 
Vermette, said, “Domestic 
abuse has a lot to do with 
women not being aware of the 
signs of physical and emotional 
abuse. Now they’re having 
kids before twenty. They care 
about what other’s think, but 
they should leave.” 

Political Science major 
Lissangy Rodriguez went on to 
say, “It’s being desensitized. 
The media glamorizes it. 
People are trying to defend 
celebrity top figures, but even 
if you have a top chart album, 
abuse is abuse! It’s becoming a 
joke, like it’s a punchline. It’s 
a trend. People feel more com- 
fortable because they see 
celebrities doing it. It started 
becoming this way the minute 
the media started glamorizing 
it. 

"What Chris Brown did to 
Rihanna disgusted me. If 
something is bad, make a bad 
report and follow through with 
it. Don’t make excuses. Don’t 
glamorize it. He was allowed 
to still sell albums and get 
Grammys, but if it were anyone 
else, they would be sitting in 
jail!” 

Liberal Arts major Angelica 
Carrillo had some very pas- 


sionate opinions and personal 
insight on the subject matter 
because, she says, she has life 
long friends who have gone 
through it. 

She said, “I don’t think it 
has to do with race or culture, 
really. It could happen to any- 
one. I feel like this happens 
more when women feel like 
they have to depend on a man 
to keep their family together. I 
knew someone who was so 
focused on ~wanting that 
‘American Dream' that they 
were willing to deal with the 
family issues. 

"I can’t say when I think the 
media started making it okay 
because it never was. Women 
should never accept anything 
like that, and they should let it 
be known. My friend stayed 
out of habit; out of ‘love,’ but 
sometimes love is blind, which 
is why you should listen to that 
same song from, Eve. 

"She finally left when her 
son was six years old. I 
remember when he was two 
years old, he was very quiet 
and shy. He was used to being 
scared and always hiding. Now 
he’s fourteen years old and dis- 
respects her, and thinks that it’s 
okay to yell and put his hands 
in her face because he thinks 
he’s the man, now. 

"She’s now working for her- 
self, and was quick to leave a 
man if he didn’t treat her right. 
She’s quick to defend herself 
and sets her standards very 
high. Now, she’s with someone 
else and is happy. They grew 
up together, so she always told 
him everything, and he’s prom- 
ised not to ever do the same 
thing to her. They have a two 
year old, and he’s always 
around and smiling. She’s rais- 
ing him with all the love and 
affection that she wasn’t able 
to give to the first. It took her 
a while before this relationship 
because she wanted to make 
sure she was going to be some- 
one who can help support her 
and always be around, without 
her having to force him to. 

"Her younger sister is now 
very independent and works 
with women who have been 
raped and abused. I feel 
women should stand up for 
themselves and be strong. You 
need to know what love is, and 
until you’ve experienced the 
real thing, you’re going to have 
the wrong definition.” 


ate a positive college experience. 
Sometimes our lives get the 
best of us, and taking up a sport or 
club is harder than it looks, but 
having the right motives will 
ensure that when you're ready to 
take on an extracurricular activity. 
You'll be in store for a more enjoy- 
able and flexible experience. 
Adriana Joe, a nursing major, 
is planning for the fall semester to 
start taking part in what's going on 
here on campus. “I hope by next 
fall I will be in a club or sports 
activity. I think being able to par- 
ticipate in a club or sport will 


Political 


make a better college experience 
overall if it can work with your 
schedule.” 

Having a bendable schedule 
can help you take part in an activ- 
ity here on campus and by work- 
ing out the conflicts of your sched- 
ule so you can enjoy college to its 
full potential. 

Millard Fuller, founder of 
Habitat for Humanity 
International once said, “It's not 
your blue blood, your pedigree or 
your college degree. It's what you 
do with your life that counts.” 


changes 


are brewing 


By ZACHARY CHECHOWITZ 
CORRESPONDENT 


With both December and 
January in the books, it is over- 
whelming to look at how busy 
this first part of 2013 has been 
pompeally A considerable amount 

as ral gts in the past few 
months that is of extreme national 
significance. 

By far, the most tragic occur- 
rence was the shooting at Sand 
Hook Elementary, whic 
occurred shortly after the semes- 
ter's end. However, this event has 
sparked the most vitriolic debate 
over gun control that this nation 
has had in a very long time. As the 
federal government wrestles with 
how to best deal with the crisis, 
whether that means implementing 
greater restrictions on who can 
own guns, banning certain 
weapons outright, or looking into 
the mental health aspect of the 
shooting, many state and local 
governments have taken aggres- 
sive stands on gun ownership. 

The state of New York has 
been at the forefront of new gun 
control legislation, tightening 
their ban on assault weapons, lim- 
iting the capacity of ammunition 
magazines, and making it harder 
to legally obtain a firearm alto- 
gether, however, Governor 
Andrew Cuomo has experienced 
some pushback from gun-owning 
New Yorkers, and there are cur- 
rently lawsuits pending against 
the new legislation. In the coming 
months, Congress will have to 
determine the national legislation 
on the issue, and it will be inter- 
esting to see if the Supreme Court 
will weigh in on the constitution- 
ality of the law in the future. 

With the media swirling 
around the gun control issue, it 
was easy to overlook the fiscal 
cliff that loomed close by. In the 
last few weeks of December, 
however, the economy lay in wait, 
to see if Congress and the 
President could find common 
ground on the issue. 

At the last minute, Congress 
was able to come together with a 

lan that saved the Bush tax cuts 
or Americans making under $450 


thousand, which definitely was a 
moment of triumph for the 
President. 


But the financial troubles do 
not end there. We may have 
avoided the painful tax burden of 
the cliff, but the government is 
going to reach its borrowing limit 
again soon. The Senate has passed 
a bill that prevents the debt ceil- 
ing from being reached on March 
1, which would have hurt the 
economy, and will allow the gov- 
ernment to keep borrowing until 
May 19. However, the American 
people should carefully consider 
the implications of raising the 


debt limit every six to eight 
months. 

poe this time, Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton testified 
concerning the attacks in 
Benghazi, confessing that the 
Obama Administration may not 
have possessed the most accurate 
information at the time of the 
attack, but it only told the 
American public what it knew, 
and was in no way misleading. 
This testimony was one of the last 
that Clinton made before she 
stepped down from the office, 
which is now occupied by former 
Massachusetts Senator and for- 
mer Presidential Candidate John 


ae 

erry is one of a few -new 
nominees to Cabinet positions for 
President Obama's second term, 
which began on Martin Luther 
King Day. Many of Obama's 
selections have been criticized 
due to their political stances or 
their lack of experience, two of 
which are Secretary of Defense 
nominee Chuck Hagel and 
Secretary of the Treasury nomi- 
nee Jack Lew. 

However, these nominations 
have been dwarfed by the atten- 
tion surrounding Obama's Second 
Inauguration. While to some, 
Obama's speech promoting equal- 
ity, which was particularly aimed 
towards the homosexual commu- 
nity, the most memorable, con- 
tested, and seemingly trivial mat- 
ter concerned the national 
anthem, which was not put to rest 
by the media until yesterday after- 
noon. 

Obama's nomination of John 
Kerry has started the ball rolling 
in Massachusetts politics. The 
state has lost its Senior Senator 
midway through his term and 
must hold a special election to 
replace the vacancy. 

Governor Deval Patrick has 
chosen his State House aide 
William Cowan to serve in the 
interim, which has received criti- 
cism due to Cowan's lack of leg- 
islative experience and the signif- 
icance of the issues that are cur- 
rently on the table in Congress. 
Both parties will muster potential 
candidates, of which may include 
Congressman Markey, 
Congressman John Lynch, and 
Former Senator Scott Brown. 

Lastly, I must say, that if you 
are interested in politics, you 
should strongly consider topos 
by the Contemporary Affairs 
Club, which acts as a forum for 
the student body to have healthy 
debate on current issues in gov- 
ernment, politics, or society at 
large, and there is enough variety 
of opinion within the club that 
you may very well find individu- 
als that share your values and 
worldview. The club meets on 
Wednesdays from 12 to 12:50 pm 
in C 110 on the Haverhill campus. 
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CA club DC bound 


By SEAN BRADY 
Correspondent 


The Northern Essex 
Contemporary Affairs club 
is preparing for their annu- 
al trip to Washington D.C. 
this month. Students and 
faculty will be departing 
from Northern’ Essex's 
Haverhill campus at 11 
a.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 6, 
to return early the follow- 
ing Sunday. 

Club adviser Professor 
Stephen Russell says the 
group will be visiting 
important political and 
historic sites, including 
the White House, the 
Capitol building, and the 
Library of Congress. Other 
stops on the trip include 
the Lincoln Memorial, the 
Vietnam, Korean, and 
World War II Memorials, 


and the Air and Space 
Museum. 

The group also has tick- 
ets to sit in on 


Congressional sessions for 


both the House of 
Representatives and the 
Senate, and students will 
be given time to explore 
the nation's capital on 
their own. 


This is the eighth con- 
secutive year the club has 
taken a trip since Professor 
Russell became the 
Contemporary Affairs club 
adviser in 2003, going to 
Washington each time with 


MCT Campus Photo 
the exception of 2012, 
when they went to New 
York City instead. 

The club will be travel- 
ling by train and will be 
staying in a hostel, which 
Russell assures is “afford- 
able, but very comfort- 
able.” 

“These trips give stu- 
dents who have never been 
to Washington a chance to 
experience the places that 
we see in the news,” 
Russell said. “Travel stim- 
ulates our brains and | 
think we get a chance 
while we are travelling to 
talk over what we have 
seen and we all gain new 
insights.” 

Club President Chris 
Cox says the club will still 
be meeting at their usual 
time of noon on 
Wednesday in room C110 
to discuss what can be 
done to fix the nation's 
debt and deficit. All stu- 
dents are welcome _ to 
attend. 


News 


February’s education opportunities 


Job search on the 
internet, career 
decisions, chart your 
course from college 
to career, and 
strengths quest, are a 
few events coming up 
in February. 


By ALLISON KING 
Correspondent 


Dive into the many educa- 
tional and career opportuni- 
ties on the Lawrence and 
Haverhill NECC campuses. 

Some programs are specific to 
a certain field, such as the Dental 
Assisting Info Session being held 
on Feb. 7 from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. on 
the Lawrence campus at L144. 
Other programs are broad enough 
that students from any major can 
benefit from attending. 

No matter what degree you 
graduate with, there are cer- 
tain stepping stones you're 
certain to encounter. Whether 
you're majoring in theatre or 
business management, every 
student should take advantage 
of Interview I workshop being 
held on Feb. 5 from 1 p.m. to 
3 p.m. at the Student Center 


f Northern Essex 
Community College 


ee “Se Mole 


bright 


Andres Guzman 


in SC214. Mike Markham 
will teach you “To put your 
best self forward in both for- 
mal and informal interviews.” 

When asked about attend- 
ing any educational program- 
ming at NECC, Zach Sindoni, 
18, said he has never gone to 
any. “I think these programs 
are helpful, but I don't have 
time and I'm intimidated by 
them. I don't have anybody to 
go with.” 

Most of these events and 
“Career workshops are avail- 
able at no cost to students, 
alumni, and the general pub- 
lic,” according to the NECC 
website. Those who share 
Sindoni's feelings can over- 
come these obstacles by plan- 
ning ahead and asking a 
friend to tag along. Not only 


can you spend time with your 
friends, but also take advan- 
tage of an opportunity to 
improve your life skills. 

Just a few events coming 
up in February are Co-op 
Orientation and Business 
Etiquette, Homeland Security 
White Fund Lecture with 
Special Agent Chris Martinez, 
Resume Preparation and Job 
Search on the Internet, Career 


Decisions, Goal Setting, 
Chart your Course from 
College to Career, and 


Strengths Quest. 
For more information on 
these, and even more upcom- 


ing events, visit Student 
Services on the NECC home- 
page, or simple browse 


‘events’ on the NECC mobile 
site. 


Explore earning a bachelor’s degree in Business 
Transfer to UMass Dartmouth 


Experience a Day matched with a Business Student. 


Attend and Observe Classes, Lunch Provided. 


Make this important Transfer Decision Fully Informed! 


Call 508.999.8999 to set up your “Experience It All” Visit. 
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NECC counseling services 


“We basically see a 
sign of strength when 
students decide to 
seek for help; college 
life can be very 


challenging.” 


By MILKA MARTINEZ 
News Editor 


Northern Essex 
Community College is now 
offering free counseling serv- 
ices for those students seek- 
ing help, or who just need 
someone to talk to. Marcia 
Winters, the counselor in 
charge of the program, has 
over 30 years of experience 
and has worked in several 
other colleges in the course of 
her career. 

Winters, who graduated 
from Harvard's medical 
school program, has worked 
at NECC since the fall of 
2012, and is a Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker 
(LCWS) and Licensed Mental 
Health Counselor (LHMC). 

What is counseling? 
According to the counseling 
services welcome information 
packet, it is a collaborative, 
confidential process between 
you and your counselor. It is a 
private discussion and a posi- 


tive step you can take when 
you feel stuck in life. 
Counseling encourages you to 
become healthier in all 
aspects of your life: emotion- 
ally, intellectually, physically, 
and spiritually. 

One of the activities the 
counseling services is organ- 
izing for this semester is the 
Relationship Day Event on 
February 14, from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. in the lobby of C build- 
ing. 

Chelsea Fullerton, Social 
Justice Educator, is one of the 
hosts of the event together 
with the counseling services. 
Fullerton commented about 
how great the event is going 
to be and mentioned the type 
of information that will be 
offered at the event from the 
organizations invited: sexual 
health education, women's 
health, sexual assault, and 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender health, were just 
a few of the ones she men- 
tioned. 

The counseling services 
are available for students with 
almost any type of issues. 
Anxiety, depression, relation- 
ships, alcohol and drugs are 


the most common ones, 
according to Winters. 
Confidentially is very 


important and all contact with 
students is kept confidential. 
"The first thing we do is read 


the confidentiality form, fol- 
lowing the first three meet- 
ings, that are about under- 
standing the situation the stu- 
dent is in," said Winters. 

Currently there is no wait- 
ing list, and Winters invites 
students to not be shy and if 
they need to come down and 
talk. 

"We basically see a sign of 


Take advantage of 
NECC’s online courses 


If you're struggling 
to keep your schedule 
in order, online 
courses might be the 


solution you need 


By LAuRA NICHOLSON 
Correspondent 


Trying to balance work, 
bills, family and a college 
degree while still having 
some sort of social life? It 
can seem difficult, stressful, 
overwhelming, and some 
may even say near impossi- 
ble to keep such a demand- 
ing schedule without going 
completely insane. 

Today's average student 
has so many things going on 
that it's crucial to find ways 
to make life a little easier to 
manage. 

One popular option that 
postsecondary schools offer 
is online distance learning. 
Northern Essex Community 
College, like many other 


colleges, offers three differ- . 


ent options for distance 
learning: online, where the 
course is 100% accessed via 


internet; hybrid, where the 
course is part on-site and 
part online; and  web- 
enhanced, where the course 
is on-site; but has an online 
component. 

Online learning is a great 
alternative for the busy col- 
lege student who can't phys- 
ically be in a classroom dur- 
ing scheduled times. If you 
have never taken an online 
class before, NECC offers 
an online questionnaire to 
help determine if you are 
ready. Some students may 
take an online course to try 
and graduate faster, which 
can have an adverse effect 
on your grade if you are not 
mentally prepared. 

Stephen Mathis is an 
instructor at NECC who has 
been teaching online courses 
for many years and knows 
how important it is to treat 
an online class the way 
you'd treat any on-site class. 
In his syllabus for his 
American  Litefature_ II 
course, which is 100% 
online, in bold red letters 
Mathis warns his potential 
students what's required to 
be successful: “Don't use 
this class to over commit.” 


He goes on to explain 
how “Students take online 
classes thinking that some- 
how these classes will magi- 
cally take less time. Please 
don't make that costly mis- 
take. ... If you have enough 
time in your life for three 
classes, don't use an online 
class to squeeze in a fourth 
class.” 

Any student who _ has 
taken an online course 
before knows that the work 
is equal to, if not greater 
than, a face to face class 
session. Instructors want to 
make sure you are learning 
the concepts of the course 
since they can't physically 
look on while you're work- 
ing. An individual who is 
focused, determined, self- 
motivated and disciplined 
will excel in an online dis- 
tance learning class. 

Every college student 
comes from a_ different 
background, and has many 
day to day activities to keep 
up with while trying to earn 
a college degree. If you are 
looking for an alternative, 
an online, hybrid or online 
component class may be the 
right solution for you. 


strength when students decide 
to seek for help; college life 
can be very challenging," she 
said. "We help students take a 
better care of themselves, and 
they can come for any reason 
because no concern is too 
small," she also added after 
Saying that counseling servic- 
es is a safe place to visit. 
There are no requirements 


Photo by Milka Martinez 
for the students looking for 
counseling services, they just 
need to call and make an 
appointment or stop by. 
Winters’ office is located in D 
building, Sport and Fitness 
Center, in room D117. The 
number to her office is (978) 
556-3644 and her email is 
mwinters@necc.mass.edu. 
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Arts and Entertainment 


Not all roads lead to victory 


The Observer Arts 
& Entertainment 
Editor travels to 
Cape Cod for the 
KCACTF 
competition. Heres 
the scoop. 


By ALEXANDER SPINELLI 
A&E Ediotr 


The KCACTF competition 
had its hardships but turned out to 
be a wonderful experience 


Last week, all of the nomi- 
nees for the Irene Ryan's 
KCACTF scholarship headed 
down to the Cape to compete in 
three rounds of auditioning to 
show off their talents. There were 
over 200 students that competed 
from schools all across New 
England. The six students and 
their partners headed down to the 
Cape to meet their competitors 
late Tuesday night, and then the 
auditions began early Wednesday 
morning. The auditions went 
from 8am to 1pm and were bro- 
ken up into four different rounds. 


After the auditions were over, 
then the workshops began. The 
KCACTF experience is geared to 
be a bountiful amount of theatre 
knowledge that is giving in five 
days time. Not only were there 
student workshops to be had but 


Is it possible to find 
real love in the 
‘sea, ’ that is the 


internet? 
By NICOLE SCOPA 
Correspondent 
TALC you on 


Facebook?” is a top ques- 
tion that new acquaintanc- 
es always seem to ask. 
Nowadays, the internet is 
getting more and more 
popular than it ever has 
before, and it’s due to all 
these social networking 
websites. 

No matter how many 
social networks are out 
there, the one that ranks 
most popular is Facebook. 
What do people use 
Facebook for, though? 
Well, most people use it 
just to talk to their friends, 
like other people’s status- 
es, etc. However, have you 
ever heard of finding love 
on Facebook? Is it even 
possible to find love in the 
online world? This, my 
friends, is how the popular 


T.V show “Catfish” got 
started. 

The show “Catfish” pre- 
miered on MTV_ on 


November 12, 2012, and is 
hosted by Nev Schulman, 
director of the 2010 docu- 
mentary of the same name. 


there were also auditions for stu- 
dent writing and directed plays to 
be showcased at the end of the 
week. NECC's Dierdree C. 
Glassford who was nominee 
Anderson Lara's scene partner 
got cast in one of these student 


plays. 


“Deciding to audition for the 
NPP One Acts was a complete 
whim. I was actually on my way 
to the bathroom when I passed 
the sign up table and got curious. 
I said "What's this for?" and they 
told me it was the auditions for 
the NPP's. I said ill be right back. 
I decided to audition for the fun 
of it, not expecting to get in. The 
director asked me if I would do 
the Scottish one for them. That's 
what got me the role, because the 
next thing I knew I was in back to 
back rehearsals, practicing my 
cockney accent, and getting to be 
part of a very collaborative pro- 
duction of the staged reading of 
The Lighthouse by Michael 
Parsons’ said Glassford. She was 
truly moved by the power of 
chance had on her, to show the 
students down in the Cape her tal- 
ents. 


Seeing as they only had four 
days to audition, cast, rehears and 
perform the piece, the process 
was very different. “The script 
was continually changing all 
week, with improvements every 
time, and we got to see as actors 
how the playwrights mind 
unfolded during this process. At 
the end it was amazing to be a 


The documentary told 
the story of how Nev fell 
for a girl he met online 
who went by the name of 
“Megan.” In her online 
pictures, she was an attrac- 
tive woman, but “Megan” 
ended up being Angela. 
She was the total opposite 


of what the pictures 
showed, and it left Nev 
heartbroken. 

Even after all of 


Angela's lies, the two of 
them became good friends, 
and once the documentary 
premiered, it made a huge 
hit. 

Before he knew it, Nev 


was getting his email 
inbox swamped with 
emails from all different 


people who are in the same 
position he used to be in. 
All the emails gave Nev an 
idea that maybe he can 
take all these people’s dif- 
ferent stories and turn it 
into his own TV show, and 
that is how the "Catfish” 
TV show was born. 

The show opens with an 
email to Nev from someone 
explaining how they’ve 
been in an online relation- 
ship, and they really want 
to meet, but for some rea- 
son the other person keeps 
making up excuses about 
why they can’t. Nev then 
contacts that person, they 
talk, and Nev gets all the 
details about the person’s 
relationship -- how they 
met, how long they’ve 
been together, and so on. 


part of such a project, because 
our opinions were treasured, and 
we saw a lot of our influence in 
the final draft of the show. The 
staged reading went wonderfully 
and we got to celebrate our play- 
wright getting to move on in the 
competition! All in all it was a 
tremendous experience that the 
festival opened up as a wonderful 
learning opportunity for the com- 
munity of actors” said Glassford. 


Unfortunately for the nomi- 
nees at NECC, none of them 
made it to the semi-finals to com- 
pete for the Irene Ryan's scholar- 
ship. But the six nominees 
weren't the only ones competing 
or having a chance to showcase 
their talents. Student costume 
designer and builder Thera 
Driscoll and student director 
Arthur Gomez still had to work. 


Driscoll's costume building 
for this past fall's production of 
“Arsenic and Old Lace” landed 
her a spot in the costume parade 
at the KCACTF competition. “I 
couldn't tell if I was excited or 
nauseous watching my costumes 
up there” Driscoll joked. “It was 
really intimidating to showcase 
them amongst all the others but I 
was truly honored to have been 
considered and hope they liked 
them as much as NECC family 
did” said Driscoll. There wasn't a 
winner for best costume but it 
was a great venue to showcase 
some really talented work. 


Speaking of talent, Gomez's 


Catfish 


It can be an intense 
show, because the whole 
time you’re asking your- 
self, “Is this person real, 
or are they just another 
catfish?” The big climax of 
the show is when Nev, 
Max, and the person go to 
meet the stranger. There’s 
a knock on the door, a few 
moments pass, and they all 
look back and forth won- 
dering what’s going on. 
Moments later, you hear 
the doorknob from the 
other side turn; the door 
opens, and BOOM! You're 
faced with a faker, and of 
course the person is mind 
blown, because the person 
they were dating isn’t who 
they said they were. What 
do you expect out of an 


online relationship, any- 
way, though? 

What does this say 
about the internet, and 
what it does to us? The 


internet gives us_ the 
opportunity to make fake 
social networking 
accounts, and it’s not like 
it’s a crime or anything, so 
no harm no foul, right? 
Wrong. People who lie 
about their identity online 
are responsible for the 
harm caused by pretending 
to be somebody they 
aren’t. There are a lot of 
questions why people feel 
the need to fake their pro- 


files: insecurity issues, 
boredom, revenge, or 
maybe something more 


serious. In a majority of 


scene that he directed was the 
only thing from NECC that made 
it to the final round. But it wasn't 
an easy road to get there. Gomez 
has been hard at work for quite 
some time to make this piece a 
success. 


“I applied for the SDC pro- 
gram after having a couple con- 
versations with James Petty from 
Stonehill College who responded 
to one acts two years in a row and 
watched both of my works. He 
and Susan Sanders both recom- 
mended I go out for the nomina- 
tion. After being accepted I had 
spoken to Will MacDonald and 
Katelyn Demers to be my actors 
for my piece. I chose Naomi 
lizuka's Polaroid Stories. The 
scene was an intense moment 
between Narcissus and Echo. 
Will, Katelyn, and I would meet 
every Tuesday to rehearse in 
classroom and the theater. We 
would discuss the characters and 
blocking and really create an 
intense and breathtaking scene. I 
had done tons of research and 
found that Naomi lizuka wrote 
this play to give names to home- 
less teens when she found that 
their stories were similar to those 
of Greek mythology,” said 
Gomez. This was just the begin- 
ning of the process; the next 
would be performing it at the 
competition. 


“Getting to KCACTF was 
phenomenal and nerve racking. 
This was the first time that I'd 
ever have my work analyzed and 


cases, the photos on the 
fake profile page were of 
very attractive people. The 
women were blonde, thin, 
and “hot” and the men 
were all buff, with six- 
pack abs. 

Once they reveal who 
they really are, though, 
they are often the complete 
opposite of what their pic- 
ture shows. Most of them 
are overweight, and not as 
hot as their fake pictures 
show. Why do they use the 
fake pictures then? 

Exactly for the first rea- 
son explained earlier: inse- 
curity. Society is to blame. 
Society makes us feel like 
we need to be perfect -- 
beautiful bodies, beautiful 
flawless faces, and so on. 
What society doesn’t know 
is that that’s not possible. 
There are actual people out 
there who fake their pic- 
tures because they know if 
they showed their real pic- 


tures, the other person 
wouldn’t be attracted to 
them. That’s sad. You 


know it’s gotten bad when 
people don’t care about 
inner beauty, and they only 
care about what you look 
like. Not to burst your 
bubble, but relationships 
based on looks alone will 
get you nowhere. 
“Catfish” is a_ great 
show for anyone to watch, 
because it introduces you 
to the dangers of online 
relationships, and I’m sure 
each and every one of you 


really focused on because direc- 
tors aren't usually noticed in the- 
ater. When my scene was present- 
ed in the first round, which was a 
closed round, I relieved a lot of 
positive feedback from the 
respondents and some additional 
ways to work with my actors. I 
waited patiently to find out if I 
moved on to the final round. 
When I found out I moved on to 
the final round I was ecstatic! I 
didn't care if | ended up winning 
the award because | knew that my 
work was good enough to move 
on and can only be improved. I 
worked hard with both of my 
actors and presented my scene 
again in the final round that was 
open to the public. The response 
was very helpful and a little eye 
opening. I was overwhelmed with 
all the positive comments I 
received from people who would 
see me in the halls. Everyone 
loved my scene and some were 
also moved by it. All in all my 
directing experience was fantas- 
tic at KCACTF and you can be 
sure ill be there next year” said 
Gomez. 


The experience at KCACTF 
was an educational one. The 
NECC students had real hands on 
work with professionals in their 
field teaching them tricks of the 
trade. Amazing talent and sup- 
portive peers surrounded them. 
Even though the NECC group 
were all saddened by the fact that 
none of them won the competi- 
tion they're all ready to tackle it 
again next year. 


that use Facebook may 
look at someone’s picture 
and say to yourself 
“they’re hot, I want to talk 
to them.” It’s just a natural 
habit to talk to someone 
who catches your eye, and 
maybe you don’t want a 
relationship with them at 
first. 

But once you two talk a 
lot you may develop an 
interest in them, and you 
end up winding yourself in 
a position where you could 
be the next person on 
“Catfish.” What Nev is 
doing is incredible, in a 
way, because while there 
may be a large majority of 
fakes out there in the inter- 
net, there is a chance that 
the love between the cou- 
ple is real, and without the 
help of Nev they’d never 
meet and fall more in love 
with each other. So for all 
of you that use Facebook, 
or any other social net- 
working site, be careful 
who you talk to. If you do 
want to get involved with 
anyone you meet make sure 
you always ask to Skype 
them. If they refuse, then 
there's a chance they're a 
catfish, and you can go 
right on ahead and take 
that catfish and throw it 
right back into the online 
sea. 

If you want to join in on 
watching this hit show, 
make sure you tune in 
every Monday on MTV at 
11 p.m. 
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Campus Life 


NECC Student of the Month 


Get to know one of 


NECC student of the 
month winners . 


By ASHLEE FERRANTE 
Campus Life Editor 


Every month here at 
Northern Essex a student is 
nominated for student of the 
month by a professor. Last 
months student of the month 
nominee was Natalie Clancy 
nominated by professor 
Ginger Hurajt. I got the 
chance to sit down with 
Claney to get to know her 
hobbies and to see how she 
felt being nominated for stu- 
dent of the month. 

Q: How do you feel about 
being nominated? 

A: I was very surprised to 
receive the nomination in the 
mail. It's nice to be recog- 
nized for your effort. I felt 
very flattered that professor 
Hurajt thought I deserved the 
recognition. 

Q: What's your favorite 
season and why? 

A: My favorite season is 
the spring. After a long cold 
winter, I look forward so 
much to seeing the crocuses 
and daffodils coming out of 
the ground, sometimes right 
through the snow. It's a sure 
sign that warmer weather is 


on the way. 

Q: What's your favorite 
food and dessert? 

A: I like healthy food, 
especially fresh vegetables. I 
grew a garden last summer for 
the first time in several years 
because I moved to the other 
side of Methuen and had to 
start a new garden. I was very 
successful in growing zucchi- 
ni for the first time in over 20 
years. Mildew at the other 
house made it impossible to 
grow. I learned at least 12 
new recipes for zucchini this 
summer. I was a single mom 
for the last 9 years and I have 
3 sons who are in college 
now. I just got married again 
in September. 

Q: What's your major, 
what year is this at necc, do 
you plan on transferring? 

A: My major is account- 
ing, and I am finishing all my 
requirements this semester 
and will graduate in the 
spring. I won't be taking any 
classes in the spring semester, 
but will be focusing on trans- 
fer paper work and scholar- 
ship applications and essays. 
I'm also considering doing 
more marketing research on 
my last honors project which 
was a plan for a unique busi- 
ness. I also went to school 
full time for several semesters 
while working full time and I 
want to spend some time get- 
ting back to some healthy 
habits that got sidelined 


because I was so busy. Gotta 
take care of me a little bit. 

Q: What kind of music do 
you listen to, favorite band.... 
artist? 

A: I like all kinds of 
music, literally. I could be 
listening to bachata with my 
monitor on the school bus in 
the morning, or blasting organ 
music in the car on the way to 
class. I like jazz or big band 
music, and definitely all the 
classic rock and roll music. | 
really like Elvis, there is 
nothing he sings that I don't 
like, even the gospel music. 
My favorite song is Radio 
Heart by Gym Class Hero's, 
but I also like Pink's F'n 
Perfect. I told you I like all 
kinds! 

Q: What's your favorite 
holiday and why? 

A: Christmas is my 
favorite holiday because of 
all the lights and getting 
together with friends and 
family and singing Christmas 
songs in church and planning 
the Christmas dinner so that 
it's the most special meal of 
the year. I love to paint 
wooden ornaments, but I con- 
fess I haven't had as much 
time for the decorating and 
entertaining over the last few 
years as I would like. 

Q: Who is your role model 
and why? 

A: I don't think I have one 
particular person as a role 
model. I admire Hillary 


Clinton, but I love my best 
friend Lori because she grew 
up in the south and knows 
what it means to be hospitable 
and kind. I'm amazed by my 
husband, who never criticizes 
or complains. He's a mechan- 
ical genius. Very kind to my 
sons. I admire a lot of the 
people I go to church with, 
they are all very hard working 
and dedicated people. 

Q: What are your impres- 
sions on the teacher that nom- 
inated you? 

A: I think Professor Hurajt 
is very cool. I wish I had 
taken one of her classes. I 
met with her several times as 
I worked towards my honors 
degree. I went with her to the 
National Collegiate Honors 
Conference at the Sheraton 
Boston to Present one of my 
posters. She showed me some 
of the architectural details in 
the Copley Library when we 
went out for lunch. We both 
like architecture and art, and 
we both agreed that some of 
the posters at the conference 
were spectacular. It was a 
great experience meeting 
other honors students from 
around the country and seeing 
their research. I have to say 
that participating in the hon- 
ors experience was a great 
adventure and _ definitely 
worth doing. I recommend it 
to everyone. 


A look at Hitman the game 


By PAUL COFFEY 
Correspondent 

On January 29, 2013, 
Square Enix created and 
released the Hitman HD 


Trilogy. Many gamers knew 
that this game was coming, it 
was only a matter of time 
when it would reach store 
shelves. Square Enix also 
released a Hitman: Absolution 
in November -- some people 
believed that the HD Trilogy 
should have come out before 


- Absolution did. 


Hitman is known as a very 
intense game based around 


strategic killing while wearing 
a suit. The Hitman HD 
Collection consists of three of 
the previous Hitman games, 
with a touch of amped up 
graphics, and, of course, these 
games are also in high defini- 
tion. 

The games included are 
Hitman: Contracts, Hitman: 
Silent Assassin, and Hitman: 
Blood Money. For three games 
in one, this pack might seem 
pricey, but the starting price of 
this game is $40. 

It's only available for the 
Xbox 360 and the Playstation 
3. On the day of the pack's 
release, IGN immediately 


released a review, giving it an 
eight out of ten. 

Jose Santiago, a general 
studies major, admits that he 
truly loves the Hitman game 
franchise. Santiago says, “It’s 
about time this game comes 
out, I’m going to get this game 
right after class and play the 
hell out of it.” Santiago also 
stated that even if you never 
tried this game before, he 
promises that for only $40 and 
the hours of gameplay, this 
game truly should be worth 
more than what it is. 

Christopher Cox, a politi- 
cal science major, mentions, 
“Square Enix probably should 


have looked at their 


past 
games first before they made 


Hitman Absolution.” Cox also 
said that IGN clearly underrat- 
ed these games, that the 
Collection clearly deserves at 
least a nine out of ten. 
Cameron Limoli, account- 
ing major, says, “I never had 
played any Hitman games 
before, however I might want 
to try it out though and more 
than likely I would get this 
game before I get Absolution.” 
Limoli also mentioned that 
most of his friends seemed to 
have preordered this game 
already, and once Limoli get 


home, 


Some problems with the NECC website 


Opinion: Would a 
detail 
committee take care 


of the details? 


By Thomas Shamma 
Copy Editor 


NECC has a very attrac- 
tive website, that usually fails 
to serve any useful purpose. 

There are many, many 
small problems with the 
NECC website. At best, it's 
annoying to navigate and 
leaves you in a bad mood. At 
worst, the school website 
actively obstructs its users. 
There are few intuitive paths 
to highly relevant informa- 
tion. Often, content that 
should be online is just miss- 
ing. 


For example, the Observer 
is supposed to be available 
online as well as in print. It's 
a great idea -- saves paper, 
gives students access to a use- 
ful archive. But there are 
only about a dozen issues 
online, and the latest one is 
from 2011. 

Outside this newspaper, 
NECC students with older 
computers may have noticed 
that in some browsers, failing 
to start the school's url with 
"www" takes you to a weird 
test page rather than the cor- 
rect website. More current 
browsers often compensate 
for this, but shouldn't the test 
page just redirect to the main 
NECC website? 

Students looking for a list 
of important dates may, or 
may not, know that the web- 
site has a PDF document 
called the academic calendar. 


One is published every school 
year. It lists all the important 
dates for students to know: 
when finals and breaks are, 
what holidays the school clos- 
es for, the deadlines to sign 
up for classes, to withdraw 
from classes, to drop classes. 
It's an important and useful 
document. 

The academic calendar is 
filed under /necc/necc- 
events/. The URL that ends in 
/necc/ leads to the page on the 
50-year anniversary of the 
college, which doesn't link to 
the calendar. The directory 
you reach if you click on the 
NECC option, after going to 
the page where the calendar is 
listed, takes you to a page on 
Winterfest 2013, at the 
Lawrence campus. 

The "News and events" 
button, near the bottom of the 
website, takes you to the 


Newsroom page, NECC's official 
publicity department. Note: this 
is not the Observer newsroom 
page. We don't have one. If you 
click on the Newsroom's Events 
tab, it takes you to the subdirecto- 
ry for events in the newsroom 
page, not the school's events 
directory. 

You can find the academic 
calendar by searching for it in 
the search bar, but I haven't 
found any other way to navi- 
gate to it. This kind of docu- 
ment should probably be 
linked conspicuously on the 
front page. 

In a 2010 TED talk, advertis- 
ing professional Rory Sutherland 
proposes a department called the 
"Ministry of Detail," an adminis- 
trative body that has a huge 
amount of power to change 
things, but almost no money to do 
it with. 

The idea is that there are, 


some of his friends 


What’s happening 


on campus 
Feb 6 - Feb 20 


February 6 


11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Winterfest located in the 
sports and fitness center 

at the Haverill campus 


February 11 


11 a.m. -1 p.m. Chinese 
New Year celebration 


located in the Atrium, 


Lawerence campus. 


President’s genral staff 
meeting located in 


TC103/L244 all 


students and staff are 


welcomed. 
February 18 
College Closed 
President’s Day. 
February 19 
Noon -1 p.m. student 


leadership 


development program 

luncheon located at the 
Lawerence 
campus. 


everywhere, small changes 
that can be made to an organ- 
ization that have a huge posi- 
tive impact, radically dispro- 
portionate to their cost. 
These changes usually never 
happen, even though nearly 
everybody knows at least a 
few places they're needed, 
because there's usually no- 
one whose job is to do any- 
thing about them. 

A Detail Department is, by 
definition, very cheap, and if 
the administration acts in 
good faith in granting it the 
appropriate amount of power, 
it's hard to imagine that it 
wouldn't pay for itself. 

NECC needs a _ Detail 
Department, and their first 
assignment should be to turn 
the school's website into a 
functional avenue into educa- 
tion, rather than an obstruc- 
tion. 
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Presidents of the U.S. 


Listed below are all 44 
presidents in chronologi- 
cal order, last name, first 
name and the years they 
served our country 


By Mary Elien D’Angelo- 
Lombari 
Editor-in-Chief 


01. Washington, George (1789-1797) 
02. Adams, John (1797-1801) 

03. Jefferson, Thomas (1801-1809) 
04. Madison, James (1809-1817) 

05. Monroe, James (1817-1825) 

06. Adams, John Quincy (1825-1829) 
07. Jackson, Andrew (1829-1837) 

08. Van Buren, Martin (1837-1841) 
09. Harrison, William Henry (1841) 
10. Tyler, John (1841-1845) 

11. Polk, James Knox (1845-1849) 
12. Taylor, Zachary (1849-1850) 

13. Fillmore, Millard (1850-1853) 

14. Pierce, Franklin (1853-1857) 

15. Buchanan, James (1857-1861) 

16. Lincoln, Abraham (1861-1865) 
17. Johnson, Andrew (1865-1869) 

18. Grant, Ulysses S. (1869-1877) 
19. Hayes, Rutherford Birchard (1877- 
1881) 


Br 
~ 


es 


20. Garfield, James Abram (1881) 

21. Arthur, Chester Alan (1881-1885) 
22. Cleveland, Grover (1885-1889) 

23. Harrison, Benjamin (1889-1893) 

24. Cleveland, Grover (1893-1897) 

25. McKinley, William (1897-1901) 

26. Roosevelt, Theodore (1901-1909) 
27. Taft, William Howard (1909-1913) 
28. Wilson, Woodrow (1913-1921) 

29. Harding, Warren Gamaliel (1921- 
1923) 

30. Coolidge, Calvin (1923-1929) 

31. Hoover, Herbert Clark (1929-1933) 
32. Roosevelt, Franklin Delano (1933- 
1945) 

33. Truman, Harry (1945-1953) 

34, Eisenhower, Dwight David (1953- 
1961) 

35. Kennedy, John Fitzgerald (1961- 
1963) 

36. Johnson, Lyndon Baines (1963-1969) 
37. Nixon, Richard Milhous (1969-1974) 
38. Ford, Gerald Rudolph (1974-1977) 
39. Carter, James Earl Jr. (1977-1981) 
40. Reagan, Ronald Wilson (1981-1989) 
41. Bush, George Herbert Walker (1989- 
1993) 

42. Clinton, William Jefferson (1993- 
2001) 

43. Bush, George Walker (2001-2009) 
44. Obama, Barack Hussein (2009- 
incumbant) 


WHY TRANSFER TO. 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


Just 2% hours from Northern 


Essex Community College is 

a student-oriented university 
devoted to academic excellence 
and a strong sense of community. 
Our majors include nationally 
ranked programs in arts and 
sciences, business, engineering, 
health sciences, nursing and 
communications. And we’re 
committed to using the credits 
you've already earned. Visit 
www. quinnipiac.edu to see 
why Quinnipiac is your next step 
toward a bachelor’s degree and 


the career you want. 


FINISH WHAT 
YOU’VE STARTED. 


EARN YOUR 
BACHELOR’S 


DEGREE, 
YOUR WAY. 


TWO GREAT OPTIONS 
1 Full-time day program 
2 24-month evening program 


Both options offer: 


¢ Affordable tuition 

¢ Small, engaging classes 

¢ Advising and support 

¢ Career services committed 
to your professional success 

¢ Real-world opportunities 


-e Financial aid 


MAKE IT A STRONG FINISH. 


Merrimack 


~ QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY 


275 Mount Carmel Avenue 


Hamden, CT 06518-1908 INFO SESSION ‘ : 
w . . 
203-582-8612 * Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 Thursday, March 7, 2013 ww.merrimack edu/options 


Transfer information: www.quinnipiac.edu/transfer Thursday, March 14, 2013 transfer@merrimack.edu 


Thursday, March 21, 2013 


TRANSFER 
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Features 


Student has design down to a tee 


EVERSON TAVERAS 
Features Editor 


Creativity pays off 
for graphic design 
major 


It was announced recently 
that twenty-year-old Kelly 
Goodwin, graphic design 
major at NECC, was the win- 
ner of the T-shirt design con- 
test for the Class of 2013. 

Kelly received the news at 
an inopportune time, and at a 
place that did not allow for 
celebratory nor loud and dis- 
ruptive behavior: “I was actu- 
ally in tutoring,” Kelly said, 
“So I had to keep it to myself. 
But I was very happy, and 
very surprised. I thought more 
people would have entered.” 

Prior to entering the con- 
test, Kelly some experience in 
the graphic design field. She's 
worked for a photographer, 
and has designed t-shirts for 
someone she knew. 

Graphic design was noth- 
ing new for Kelly. However, 
she admitted to not knowing 
much about the contest, as 
she first came across it in a 


standard email sent from 
NECC. After viewing it 
briefly, she decided to give it 
a shot. 


Kelly had already formed 
an idea for her design. Made in 
black and white, it captures 
the moment after graduation 
when students toss their mor- 
tar boards in the air, an act 
symbolizing commencement, 
freedom and accomplishment. 


providing support for scholar- 
ships and academic programs. 

Although rules are general- 
ly followed and when they're 
not, there are repercussions, 
the NECC Alumni decided to 
change the rules a bit this 
time and allow students to 
design the t-shirt themselves. 
From the several entries that 
were submitted and critiqued 
by a panel of judges, Kelly's 


“IT wasn’t a good high school student, 
and going into college, I really didn’t 
think I would be a good student” 


The contest is held every 
September by the NECC 
Alumni Association, whose 
dedication to alumni has fos- 
tered an ongoing relationship 
between the college, its grad- 
uates and the community 
since it was founded in 1971. 
It has amassed 18,000 alums. 

The t-shirts are sold to 
honor the graduating class, 
and the proceeds benefit the 
NECC Fund, which con- 
tributes to student success by 


Student by day, 
boxer by night 


By ALYSSA BEAN 
Correspondent 


Santos juggles going 
to school with staying 
afloat in the ring 


Alexis Santos is 23 year old 
Northern Essex student who is 
currently starting his fifth semes- 
ter working towards his degree in 
human services. Not only is he 
balancing the normal responsibil- 
ities of a college student, but he is 
also maintaining a successful 
career as a professional boxer. 

“T currently work, attend 
school, and go to the gym twice a 
day and to be honest it’s tiring and 
frustrating, ... but in a weird way 
I feel complete,” says Santos. 

When asked how he got his 
boxing career started, Santos set- 
tled in to tell his story. “I started 
[boxing] when I was 12, and I 
started because it gave me a way 
out of a rough environment iron- 
ically. ... My mother was a single 
parent who had two jobs, and I 
was a troubled kid. Me and my 
brothers raised each other and we 
were making poor decisions.” 

Santos pauses, reflecting on 
old memories. “A school teacher 
noticed my behavior issues and 
wanted to make a difference in my 
life.’ Santos and his middle 
school teacher made a deal that if 
Santos improved his attitude at 
school, his teacher would sign 


Courtesy photo 


him up and pay for boxing les- 
sons. 

“Here I am 11 years later, a 
boxing pro that goes to school, 
works hard, and isn’t lost in a pol- 
luted environment.” 

To this day, Santos and his 
school teacher are still in touch. 
Santos moved his way from an 
amateur to a professional boxer 
who now represents the Lawrence 
Boxing Club. His current record 
is an impressive 7-0 with six 
knockouts. He has yet to lose a 
professional fight. His amatuear 
record was 18-2 and lost his first 
amateur fight in a world champi- 
onship at the young age of 18 . 

Santos has an upcoming event 
at the Dorchester Armory on 
February 24th where he invites 
his fellow Northern Essex stu- 
dents to come out and show sup- 
port. 


— Kelly Goodwin 


design was chosen as the win- 
ning entry. 

Not only will Kelly's 
design be ready for when her 
class graduates this spring, 
but because of her winning 
design, Kelly received a Dell 
laptop. She hopes that, after 
leaving NECC, she will one 
day find a job in the graphic 
design field. 

“I wasn't a good high 
school student, and going into 
college, I really didn't think I 


Courtesy photo 


Kelly Goodwin poses for a picture with her winning t- 


shirt design. 


would be a good student. But I 
realized that working really 
hard is actually pretty easy 
when it's something you like 
to do. When you're doing 
something that you really 
enjoy, getting things together 
and achieving your goals are 
really easy. At least, for my 
circumstances. There are a lot 
of things that NECC offers, a 
lot of opportunities. You just 


> 


have to take them.’ 
Kelly's design winning t- 
shirts can be purchased for 
$10, and are currently avail- 
able for pre-order. To pre- 
order your shirt, contact 
Lindsey Mayo at 978-556- 
3621 or 
Imayo @necc.mass.edu. 


Policy could change 
dropping classes 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
Features Editor 


Professor suggests 
policy to help both 
students and teachers 


Dropping classes has gone 
from taboo to the norm at col- 
leges and universities over the 
past years. Unlike high school, 
students have the choice of select- 
ing which class they want to take, 
and if, for any reason, a student 
wants to a drop a class because 
they do not understand the materi- 
al being taught, they want their 
money back, or because they sim- 
ply do not like the instructor's 
style of teaching then they are 
allowed to do so without giving- 
notice. Sounds harmless, doesn't 
it? But where does that leave 
teachers? How are they affected? 

Joseph McMilleon, a profes- 
sor at Northern Essex 
Community College, suggests a 
policy to be put in place at NECC 
where students would have to 
speak to the instructor before 
dropping the class. Not to ask per- 
mission, but to see if the instruc- 
tor can help the-student come to a 
better solution. “Let's say you're 
in a class and you decide to drop 
the class. You can drop the class, 
you don't need my permission. 
What I'm saying is that it would 
be helpful for an instructor,” 


emphasizes Joseph. “The student 
should have to go to the instruc- 
tor, and let the instructor know 
that he or she is dropping the 
class, even maybe to get a sign 
off. Not as a permission type 
thing, but it would give the 
instructor time to be able to talk 
to the student and find out if 
there's anything they can do to 
help the student stay in the class.” 

One student, however, disap- 
proves of the policy, disputing 
that it shouldn't be turned official: 
“T wouldn't want that at all. I don't 
want to have to explain to my 
teacher why I'm dropping the 
class,” said Elizabeth Geoffroy, 
19, Business major at NECC. 

Although it's a painless and 
easy process that is neither diffi- 
cult nor wrong to do, here are a 
few things you might want to be 
aware of before dropping your 
next class: 


photo by Everson Taveras 


¢ Dropping classes could jeop- 
ardize your financial aid eligibility 

¢ If you're a Veteran, it could 
affect your benefits. 

¢ For athletes, it could take 
you from “starter” to bench 
warmer 

¢ It could also affect your med- 
ical benefits. (This only applies to 
those who are carried under their 
parent's insurance plan as a 
dependent child). 

In addition to the listed above, 
the grade that shows up on the 
student's transcript is determined 
by the date the student drops the 
class. If the student drops the class 
before the add/drop period, it does 
not show up on the transcript. But 
if the student drops the classes 
after they will recieve either a 
“withdraw” or a failing grade. 

As of yet, no official steps 
have been made to put the policy 
in place. 
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Pawtucket, by way of NECC 


Pawtucket Red Sox 
GM looks back at 
NECC past 


By MATT GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


Many people dream of work- 
ing in professional baseball when 
they grow up. Very few make that 
dream a reality. 

Lou Schwechheimer is one of 
the few who can say they have. 
Schwechheimer, who grew up in 
Newburyport, is the current gen- 
eral manager of the Pawtucket 
Red Sox, the Triple-A affiliate of 
the Boston Red Sox. Not only is 
Schwechheimer a graduate of the 
University of Massachusetts 
(where he studied communica- 
tion), but he also is an alumnus of 
Northern Essex Community 
College. 

Growing up wasn't an easy 
road for Schwechheimer. The 
oldest of four children, 
Schwechheimer grew up in hous- 
ing projects as a child. At the 
time, post-secondary education 


seemed unrealistic. “Neither side 
of my family had gone to col- 
lege,’said Schwechheimer. “It 
was really uncharted territory for 
me.” 

NECC offered a real opportu- 


“The nurturing 
environment at 
Northern Essex 
really helped me a 
lot.” 
— Lou 
Schwechheimer 


nity for Schwechheimer to expe- 
rience college while being able to 
maintain jobs to help the family. 
“Northern Essex really gave me 
the opportunity to work and 
experience what being a college 
student was about,”he said. “I 
was doing three jobs at the time.” 

Schwechheimer, who gradu- 
ated NECC in 1978, had dreamed 


NECC to host 5K 


Course will run 
through the Haverhill 
campus and sur- 
rounding neighbor- 
hood 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


On May 4, Northern Essex 
Community College will play 
host to the first annual NECC 
Campus Classic 5K. The race, 
which will take place on the 
Haverhill campus, is designed to 
bring out staff, students, alumni 
and the public -- anyone interest- 
ed in running. 

The cost of the race is just $25 
before April 29 and $30 there- 
after. There is also a kid’s “fun 
run, which is $10. The proceeds 
for the race will go toward the 
NECC Fund, a fund dedicated 
toward student scholarships and 
toward .general development of 
the school. 

President Lane Glenn espe- 
cially is excited for the Campus 
Classic. Not only is Glenn a run- 
ner, but also heads the President’s 
Running Club, a group that meets 
every Monday in Haverhill and 
every Thursday in Lawrence. “At 
the end of every semester, [the 


running club] picks a race to 
run, said Glenn. “We thought it 
would be nice to have our own 
race to run.” 

The 
Haverhill 


SK will start on the 
and 
throughout both the campus and 


campus run 
the surrounding area. “It gives us 
a chance to show off the campus 
it, said 
Athletic Director Sue MacAvoy. 


and what’s around 
Those interested in running 
the race are encouraged to sign up 
for the President’s Running Club. 
After six runs, not only do you get 
a performance t-shirt emblazoned 
with the club’s title, but they are 
also entered into the Campus 
Classic 5K for free. Not only that, 
but it’s an excellent source of 
camaraderie. 
athletic director 
Maureen Saliba thinks highly of 
the program. “There’s a good mix 


Assistant 


of staff, faculty and students,”’said 
Saliba. “There are groups for 
everyone, whether it’s beginners, 
intermediates and advanced run- 
ners.” 

For President Glenn, the race 
is a way for people to start to 
change their lives. “It’s great to 
see someone run their first three 
or five miles, great to see people 
meet their goals, said Glenn. “It’s 
good to see people get healthy.” 


about working for the Boston 
Red Sox. “Athletic director] Carl 
Beal was the first person to help 
make that a_ reality, said 
Schwechheimer. “The nurturing 
environment at Northern Essex 
really helped me a lot.” 

Schwechheimer, during his 
UMass days, had an internship 
with the Red Sox. “I wrote a let- 
ter to the Red Sox, and Dick 
Bresciani [who is in the Red Sox 
Hall of Fame] graciously took me 
on, said Schwechheimer. That 
internship paved the way for 
what has been a very successful 
career for the now general man- 
ager. 

Though different than what a 
Major League general manager 
does, the job Lou Schwechheimer 
does in Pawtucket is no easy task. 
“It’s twelve-month, full time job. 
We want to provide the best expe- 
rience, not only for players, but 
for fans and media as well. We 
want people to come to McCoy 
Stadium and be in a fun, family 
environment.” 

Last season, the Pawtucket 
Red Sox finished the regular sea- 


Schwechheimer takes reign of the Pawtucket Red 
Sox, a team that has had successes in Triple-A. 


son 79-65 and ended up winning 
the International League champi- 
onship. However, the “Paw 
Sox”lost in the Triple-A 
Championship against the Reno 
Aces. 

Recent notable players to 
come out of Pawtucket are Dustin 
Pedroia (2008 American League 
Most Valuable Player), Will 
Middlebrooks, Jon Lester, Clay 
Buchholz, and Jacoby Ellsbury. 
The franchise has been a part of 


the Red Sox organization since 
their inception in 1970. 

Schwechheimer has found a 
home in the Red Sox organiza- 
tion, and he looks back at his 
days at Northern Essex fondly. “I 
owe a tremendous debt of grati- 
tude to Northern Essex. Not one 
day have I felt like I’ve gone to 
work.” 


Knights end losing skid 


Andujar provides 
spark in 67-57 win vs 
Springfield Tech 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


After dropping four straight 
games, the Northern Essex 
Community College Knights 
were able to power past the 
Springfield Tech Rams, 67-57. 

Kyle Davis led the Knights in 
scoring with 17 points, while 
Matt Sifferlen continued his hot 
streak, adding 12 points. 
Wilfredo Andujar, in his first start 
of the season, scored 10 points, 
including two of three from 3- 
point range. 

Head coach Darren Stratton 
was thrilled with Andujar’s effort. 
“He gave us a huge boost,’said 
Stratton after the game. “This guy 
has sacrificed the most for this 
team; he would really do any- 
thing for this team.” 

Northern Essex was in the dri- 
ver’s seat for most of the game, 
despite STCC’s best attempts at 
chipping away at the lead. The 
Knights opened the game on a 
15-4 run, with Andujar scoring 
seven points in the opening min- 
utes. 

James Morgan-Thames was 
also extremely efficient in the 
game, dishing out 11 assists. He 
also had four steals and didn’t 


turn the ball over once. It was 
Morgan-Thames’second game of 
the season with double-digit 
assists. 

Kyle Davis, who also had 
seven rebounds to go along with 
his 17 points, was happy to final- 
ly end the losing-streak. “We’re 
just sick of losing,”’said Davis, 
who is recovering from the flu. 
Davis also praised the coaches 
after the team’s win. “I really 
want to give all credit to [assis- 
tant coach] Joe Tardif, [Head 
Coach Darren] Stratton and 
[assistant coach Nick] Nofi.” 

The day preceding the game, 
Stratton said the team had one of 
their best practices of the season. 
“The coaches] hardly ever 
spoke,”said Stratton. “We ran 
through plays and then the guys 
critiqued themselves. It was one 
of the best mental practices we’ ve 
ever had. Everyone listened and 
communicated.” 

Springfield Tech had three 
players in double-figure scoring, 
with Jay Goodman leading the 
team with 23 points. Taj Beckford 
had 16 and Tim Putnam had 10 


for the Rams. 
Northern Essex’s Ryan 
Freeman and STCC’s Jay 


Goodman each had technical 
fouls in the contest. 
Northern Essex also played 


games against Massassoit 
Community Colleg, Dean 
College and MassBay 


photo NECC.mass.edu 
Wil Andujar scored in 
double figures for the 
second time this season 
vs Springfield Tech. 


Community College. 

Against Massassoit, the 
Knights dropped the contest 57- 
45 after being outscored by 19 in 
the first half. Against Dean, 
NECC lost 77-69 despite Kyle 
Davis’s 37 points. They also lost 
versus MassBay, 75-66. The 
Knights now stand at 9-15 on the 
season. 

The Knights final two games 
of the season will take place on 
Feb. 9 at home against 
Quinsigamond Community 
College and Feb. 12 at Holyoke 
Community College. The final 
home game is set to begin at 3 
p-m. Students are strongly 
encouraged to come out and send 
the team off. 
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As season draws to close, Davis shines 


Kyle Davis proves to 
be a great presence 
on the court 


By Matr GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


Against D2 opponent Dean 
College, Kyle Davis had one of 
the most dominant games by a 
Knight this season. 

Davis, who is a sophomore 
this season, scored 37 points on 
16-22 shooting and also pulled 
down 14 rebounds. It was the first 
time this season that any Knight 
had above 30 points. “I felt pretty 
good,” said Davis. “I was on fire, 
didn't really miss.” 

However, Davis' effort was in 
vain as the Knights couldn't top- 
ple Dean, dropping the contest 
77-69. Entering the season, Dean 
College was ranked in the Top 10 
of Division 2 schools. Although 
NECC couldn't pull out the victo- 
ry, it was a good boost for the 
team. 

Davis has scored more than 
20 points on seven occasions this 
season, leading the knights in 
scoring with 16.2 points-per- 


game, shooting over 55-percent 
from the floor. He is also the 
team's leading rebounder, and is 


It’s a team effort. I 
just try to do my 
job and get in posi- 
tion. 

— Kyle Davis 


24th in the country in rebound- 
ing, averaging 9.4 boards a night. 
“It's a team effort,” Davis said. “I 
just try to do my job and get in 
position to grab rebounds or to 
score.” Davis has had 11 double- 
doubles this season. 

The two times Davis has been 
held under 10 points is when he 
fouled out against Gateway 
Community College on Jan. 10 
(five points) after roughly five 
minutes of play-time and the sea- 
son opener (eight points) against 
the New Hampshire Technical 
Institute on Nov. 2. 


Davis has been a true weapon 
for Coach Darren Stratton's 
squad. While he is a commanding 
presence in the post, Davis has 
played outside the perimeter on 
occasion this season. While 
shooting under 30-percent from 
3-point range (7-24), Davis still 
has a perimeter game. 

This season, though, has been 
tough for Davis and the Knights. 
They currently sit at 9-15. Since 
starting the season 6-2, they have 
lost 13 of their last 15 games. “It's 
been a tough season, we've lost a 
lot of close games that have 
killed us,” said Davis. “I just try 
to go in every day, work hard and 
lead by example. 

Davis is currently looking at 
furthering his education, along 
with playing basketball. “There's 
a list of schools I'm looking at,” 
said Davis, who mentioned 
Suffolk, Emmanuel and Salem 
State as possible destinations. 

While Davis is enjoying his 
last few games at Northern Essex, 
the future is still bright for the 
Knights. Freshmen Will Angelini 
and Ryan Freeman are two big 
men who are likely coming back 
to the team next season. 


| Northern Essex 
Community College 


Accelerate Your Path te Degree Completion 
Get College Credit for Prior Learning 
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There & a 


40.09 evaluation fee Mndser credit after evaluationmn more! 


yuan nece. miss.e dwacademy cs/testing/ ca rtfalic-eva luatio nv. 


LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY TESTING 


Weasure your Knowledge in ane af 50 langua 


through NYU's. Schaal af Cantinuing ates@ional Studies, Fees. vary by clatirn 
more! wun soos.nyu.edu/a/eas-atstu dytfaseign-langua ges/cantinuing- education! 


Resuwibns may aooly am! not al! cred’ & tansferradie. 
Plasse contact us for more information 


Men’s Basketball 
Statistics Leaders 
Kyle Davis 

Kyle Davis 

James Morgan-Thames 


James Morgan-Thames 


Will Angelini 


Women’s Basketball 
Statistics Leaders 
Jessica Goulet 
Jessica Goulet 
Aja Metcalf 
Jasmine Serrano 
Jessica Goulet 


16.2 
9.4 
3-4 
17 
1.2 


9.0 
7.8 
12 
0.8 
3.8 


Basketball is life 


Season nears end for 
men’s basketball. 


By TYLER XFO’ KEEFE 
Correspondent 


The Northern Essex 
Community College basketball 
team is 9-15 to start off the first 
few months of the season. 

Head coach Darren Stratton 
has been with the team for over a 
decade now and players really 
have taken to him. 

“Coach likes to use a free 
flow and kind of let us find our- 
selves out there on the court,” 
forward Ryan Freeman said. 

“We like to get out in transi- 
tion, fast break off of the defen- 
sive rebound and not let the 
defense set up,” said guard Jarvis 
Castro. The team likes to get in 
this tempo and get a rhythm 
going so it becomes easier to win 
games. 

“Coach Stratton is definitely 
all about business and winning, 
but he is very laid back and open 
to players suggestions on what to 
do on the court,” said Freeman. 
This makes players feel comfort- 
able and gives them a better idea 
on what to do in certain situations 
and not make them panic. 

“Coach gives us the opportu- 
nity to improve our game in all 
aspects,” said Castro. The team is 
always working to get better and 
practice every day besides the 
occasional day off. 

“This makes us stronger as a 
team working with each other 
every day we have great work- 
outs every time we step on the 
court,” said Freeman. 

Last season the team finished 
with a 9-16 record and at the 
moment with a 9-15, they very 


well could finish with a better 
record than last years. The team's 
goal is to improve every year and 
they are on the right track at the 
moment. 

“Coach Stratton pushes us to 
our potential every chance he 
gets, said Castro. Good teams 
need to practice like they are 
playing because hard work in 
practice pays off when it's game 
day. The team doesn't have too 
many games left on the schedule, 
but this season has been success- 
ful for younger players develop- 
ing and finding their roles on the 
squad. 

“I never thought my game 
would be where it is at today. It's 


I can’t waft hr next 
year to come 
around. 


— Ryan Freeman 


amazing what hard work and 
determination can do for you,” 
said Ryan Freeman. 

The team's chemistry is solid 
and it shows around the campus 
during school days, with players 
walking in the halls together 
smiling and laughing with each 
other. 

“I can't wait for next year to 
come around I am blessed to play 
for head coach Darren Stratton,” 
said Freeman. 
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The idea that there's not a lot 
to do in the winter in New 
England doesn't agree with 
everyone. People who want to 
find things to do tend to go look- 
ing for them. That's what you 
find when you walk into the 
lobby of the Sports and Fitness 
center in the afternoons, where a 
_ good part of the recreation side of 


_ the Intramurals and Recreation 


department happens. And that's 
what was taking place in the gym 
on Monday Jan. 28 when a 
friendly yet slightly competitive 
game of floor hockey had the 
gym reverberating with the play- 
er's energetic resonance (photo 
above). In the gym, and some- 
times outside - but not so much in 
the heart of the winter though- 
intramural games take place usu- 
ally every week. The games are 
open to everyone, and experience 
doesn't matter. “A lot of these 
things are very recreational, and 
it's competitive, but no one is 


Salem So Sweet - Salem, MA 
Feb. 8 - 14 


Chocolate & Wine Tasting, Ice 
Sculpture, Chocolate sam- 
plings and chocolate-inspired 
menu items at restaurants. 
Various locations in Salem 
Information: 

http://bit.ly/UAd1 fo 


The 22nd Bradford Valentine 
Road Race 


Feb. 9, 10a.m. - noon 


A 5 miles and a 3.7 mile road 
race, T-shirts are to the first 500 
to enter. Entry fee is $20 before 
Feb 9 and $25 on race day. All 
finishers get a box of choco- 
lates. Category winners receive 
custom, commemorative 


‘a. § 


going to scream at you if you 
don't make a play. So it's friendly. 
If you don't know how to play, 
we'll explain the rules to you, and 
you can just get out there and 
have a good time. And everybody 
else playing is usually good with 
that, said Maureen Saliba, assis- 
tant athletics director at NECC. 
People show up, they are split 
into teams and it pretty much 
changes every time. 

You don't have to sign up or 
form a team. You don't even have 
to have a partner to play Pool. 
“Usually there is someone that is 
willing to play. Almost every- 
thing is free, except the pool 
which is a $3.00 fee per day for 
the time the recreation center is 
open,” said Saliba. The small fee 


helps offset costs and upkeep of 


the pool tables and equipment. 
The center frequently attracts 
men but it is unknown why so 
few women enjoy the games and 
facilities. “Every once in a while 


medals. Event Address: 10 
Church Street, Haverhill. 
Email: timers@verizon.net 


Be Mine: Chocolate & 
Valentines - Sturbridge, MA 
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Spotlight 
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Se 


Kino Ree 
photo by Michele Simon 


we get a few women who 
will play,” she said. “There 
are definitely more guys than 
girls. There are always a few; 
I'd love to see more. 

“It's a great place to meet 
people. It's a great place to 
hang out. It's a relaxed 
atmosphere. You can play or 
not, but you'll meet people 
over here. Even if you just 
come here to grab a snack 
and sit down and talk to a 
friend, there are people here 
and things to do. So if you 
have an extra hour or two in 
your day, or even thirty min- 
utes, if you want to just come 
over and hang out for a bit. 
It's a fun relaxed atmosphere. 
If you can get involved, it's a 
great way to meet people and 
it gets you trying things that 
you've never done before.” 


By MICHELE SIMON 


Valentine's Day Tea Tasting 
and Lecture - Lenox, MA 


Feb. 14, 3 p.m. 


The tasting will focus on sev- 
eral teas, which will be for 


sale. Attendees are asked to 


Feb. 9 -10, 9:30 a.m.- 4 p.m. 


bring their own favorite tea 


cups, which can become 


See chocolate processed by 
hand in the manner of the 
ancient Mexicans and learn 
how it was enjoyed in the 19th 
century - as a beverage! Get 
the surprising 1824 recipe for 
chocolate cakes. See a display 
of antique valentines and learn 
about the local connection to 
the iconic cards. Location: | 
Old Sturbridge Village Road, 
Sturbridge. 

Phone: 508-347-0323 


objects of conversation as part 
of the event. A Victorian High 
Tea with savories and sweets 
will follow the presentation. 
Admission: $25 in advance 
with RSVP; $30 on day of 
event. Information: 
www.GildedA ge.org 


Valentine's Day Speed 
Dating at Saddleback 


Feb. 14, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 


BEE DEL FE 


Students enjoy free pool one day a month. 
rece days pool is $3. 00 for the afternoon. 


Students frequently can be found studying at the 


Drinks and snacks, such as cookies, hot 
and pizza, are sold for $.50- $2.00. __ 


tables and just enjoying the atmosphere. 


On Valentine's Day, enjoy 
speed dating on the Rangeley 
double chair. Skiers and riders 
will have an opportunity to 
meet and enjoy the ride up the 
mountain together. When they 
get to the top they can ski 
down together or head right 
back to the lift for another ride 
up with someone new. 
Location: Rangeley, ME. Info: 
www.saddlebackmaine.com 


Boston Valentine's Day and 
Weekend Dinner Cruise 


Feb.14, 6:30-10 p.m. 


Valentine's celebration cruise. 
Dinner. Live entertainment. 
Dancing. Breathtaking views. 
www.odysseycruises.com/ 
Boston/valentines-da 


photos by Michele Simon 


__ Upcoming Local Valentine’s Events 


Pont 


Very, Very Valentine's Dance 
- Dover, NH 


Feb. 16, 6-8:30 p.m. 


Family fun, dancing under a 
disco ball, sweet snacks, 
sweetheart photos and more. 
At 7 p.m. dance like a star 
with instruction from dancers 
from Portsmouth Ballroom. 
Reservations suggested. 
Admission: $15. Information: 
www.childrens-museum.org 


Catherine Russell in Concert 
for Valentine's Day 


Feb. 16, 7:30 p.m. 


Critically-acclaimed jazz and 
blues vocalist soulful voice 
radiates. Location Wellfleet 
MA. http://bit.ly/WsApfW 


